Advanced non-small cell lung cancer chemotherapy: a randomized trial of two active regimens (MVP and PE).
The treatment of advanced or metastatic NSCLC remains a controversial issue and cisplatin-based combination chemotherapy is by far the most common treatment. Two of these cisplatin-based standard combinations, MVP and PE, were compared in this study in order to evaluate their response rates and survival times. Eighty-five previously untreated NSCLC patients were randomly selected to receive either MVP or PE and 72 of these patients were eligible for evaluation for response rate and survival. Response rates for MVP were: CR 11%, PR 35%, SD 19% and PD 35% and for PE: CR 0%, PR 26%, SD 22% and PD 52%. The median survival time was 9.7 months for MVP and 6.9 months for PE. Both schedules were well tolerated. The administration of MVP in advanced NSCLC resulted in superior response rates and survival times over those produced by PE.